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N compliance with the ſuggeſtions of ſome wor- 
thy perſons, who had peruſed a letter I ſent to 
the Biſhop of Norwich previous to my reſignation, 
I have now ſtated more fully my opinion, reſpect- 
ing the particular point of doctrine, which gave oc- 
? caſion to that meaſure—T have added ſome remarks 
concerning the Spirit of Proteſtantiſm, and the 
Study of the Scriptures, which I hope will not be 
Judged unſeaſonable—and have ſubjoined the above- 
mentioned Letter to my late Dioceſan. 


I. ſubmit my ſentiments on theſe ſubjects to the 
candour of the Public. I would not willingly ſhock 
| the feelings of any pious Chriſtian, Let ſuch re- 
flect, that if I have embraced an opinion reſpecting 
the Perſon of our Saviour, which is chargeable with 
Heterodoxy, my declaration of ſuch opinion cannot 
have the remoteſt tendency to the impoſition of it 
on his conſcience, It is in the option of every rea- 
A 2 der 
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der to reject it, if in his own apprehenſion it is ab- 
harrent from the doctrines of the Goſpel. 


It has been for ſome time paſt my firm perſuaſion, 
that the doftrine of the TRIxI rv, as explained in 
the Creed of Athanafius—as propounded in the 
thirty-nine Articles of the Church of England—as 
eſtabliſhed in the Liturgy, and further guarded by 
penal Sanctions in an Act of Parliament paſſed 
in the reign of William the third, is equally 
contrary to ſound Reaſon and the Holy Scrip- 
tures. I am fully ſatisfied that in the Divine Na- 
ture there is no PLURALITY of Perſons; but 
that the Almighty Author of the Univerſe is in the 
ſtricteſt ſenſe of the expreſſion Onz. And I think 
1 have reaſon to belieye, that the preſent openly 
avowed adherence of moſt eſtabliſhed churches to 
a doctrine, which, does nat appear to have been the 
ſentiment of Chriſtians i in the earlieſt and the pureſt 

ages of the church, is nat only one of the moſt 
powerful obſtructions to the converſion of the Ma- 
hometans and the Jews ; but is alſo an almoſt in- 
vincible objection to the cordial reception of the 
Goſpel by many ſerious well-diſpoſed perſons, in 


every rank of life, and in _ ſtate in Chriſten- 
dom. . 


7 
Many worthy * who hold the foregoing 


opinion reſpecting the Deity, are yet induced to be- 
lieve that the ET of Chriſtians may: with pro- 


| priety 


( 
priety be directed to Jeſus Chriſt, and imagine that 


they may be vindicated in this practice by the com- 


mand of their Saviour, and the example of his 
Apoſtles. 


With the utmoſt charity for thoſe who entertain 


theſe ſentiments, 1 profeſs myſelf to be of a diffe- 


rent opinion. I am ſtedfaſtly perſuaded that the 
Creator of the world—the God of Abraham, of 
Iſaac, and of Jacob, who i is in the New Teſtament 
alſo ſtiled the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, is therein repreſented as the only proper Qb- 
Jett of religious adoration, | 


1 nevertheleſs acknowledge that a very high de- 
gree of reſpect and veneration is due to the charac- 
ter of Jeſus, as the anointed Prophet of the Moſt 


High—far excelling in Dignity, and Power every - 
Prophet who. preceded him. I honour him as the 


Sox or GoD in what appears to me the Scripture 
acceptation of that term as the common Lord of 
Chriſtians —as the appointed Judge of the Living 
and the Dead, But at the ſame time I am con- 
vinced, that the diſtance between him and Deity is 
INFINITE—that Prayer to him is no where com- 
manded in the Scriptures—and, conſequently, that 
the addreſſes of Chriſtians may with the ſame pro- 
priety be directed to the Virgin Mary, as to ms 
Perſon of our Lord. 


Moſt 


> 
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- Moſt of the clauſes of the Litany, and ſome other 
Prayers and Invocations in the eſtabliſned Liturgy 
of the Church of England, are immediately addreſ- 
ſed to our Saviour and Honour and Glory are fre- 
quently aſcribed to the HoLy Spirit, as to a Di- 
vine AcznT, diſtinct from the Perſon of the Fa- 
ther; an Idea, in my opinion, not warranted by 
the Oracles of God. 

i 200 
While I held Preferment, it certainly was my 
duty to officiate 1n the eſtabliſhed ſervice of the 
Church. But, oppreſſed by the conſciouſneſs that 
my ſentiments, reſpecting the Object of devotion, 
were diametrically oppoſed to thoſe doctrines, upon 
which her Form of Worſhip is founded, I have not 
been able, for ſome time paſt, to diſcharge this part 
of my Function without great diſquiet. My anxi- 
ety hourly increaſed, I cenie at length found it 
neceſſary to embrace the only meaſure that ſeemed 
to promiſe me tranquillity. The event hath corre 
ſponded with my expectation. Having reſigned my 
Preferment, and with it having diveſted myſelf of 
the Character of a Miniſter in the Church of Eng- 
land, I have recovered that ſerenity of mind to 
which I had been long a ſtranger. 


Having now explained the immediate motive of 
my reſignation with ſufficient preciſion, I turn to 
the conſideration of ſome other points, not wholly 
unconnected with the preſent ſubject. 


Religious. 


b t 

Religious Controverſy, in conſequence of the long 
prevalence of Syſtem, appearing abſolutely neceſſary 
to the Eſtabliſhment of Scriptural Truth, and yet, 
through the heat and violence of contending Parties, 
being too frequently productive of diſſenſions, which 
diſſolve the Bonds of Chriſtian Charity, it may poſ- 
ſibly conduce to Edification, if the following cir- 
cumſtances be conſidered with a due attention *. 


It will appear, I truſt, to every ſerious Enquirer 
into the nature of our Religion, that a Perſon is 
ſtrictly intitled to the appellation of a Chriſtian, 
when, believing in the divine miſſion of Jeſus, he 
explicitly declares that he ſubmits to his authority in 
every point of Religious Faith and Doctrine at the 
ſame time expreſſing a ſincere diſpoſition to adorn 
his profeſſion by a ſuitable Life and Converſation. 


With reſpect to the nature of the particular doc- 
trines that are contained in the Goſpel, it ſnould be 
eſteemed as a fundamental Principle of Proteſtant- 
iſm, that every Chriſtian is poſſeſſed of an indefea- 


ſible 


It is painful to obſerve, that the preſent Age has afforded a me- 
lancholy Inſtance of this unchriſtian Spirit, iff the treatment, which 


the truly candid and very learned Mr. Lindſey has received from 
ſome of his opponents. | ; 


The worthy Author of the Remarks on Mr. Burgh's ſcriptural Con- 
fut ation has, in his ADDENDA to that Tract, ably rebuked this illi- 
beral Spirit; and in both his Publications has evinced, by a train of 
reaſoning which appears to me irreſiſtible; the inconcluſiveneſs of the 
various objections urged againſt thoſe ſubſtantial arguments, which 


ae advanced in the Arol ov in favour of the proper Unity of 
* F * 


1 


ſible right of Judging for himſelf, and of avowing 
that judgment in whatever manner he thinks pro- 
per. He is to receive the Comments of learned Per- 
. fons—the Deciſions of Churches the Decrees of 
Councils—not as Authorities, but as Helps, if it 
may ſo chance, to his more ready comprehenſion of 
the Word of God. Where he imagines theſe In- 
terpretations to be juſt, he admits them, becauſe 
his own underſtanding, aided by ſound criticiſm, 
approves them. Where he conceives them to be 
erroneous, conſcious of his intire right to interpret 
for himſelf, he rejects them—and if he apprehends 
that the Subject is of ſufficient Importance, uniting 
the ſpirit of a Luther with the mildneſs of a Me- 
lancthon, he controverts them openly, though coun- 
tenanced by the concurrent approbation of whole 
generations of men and eſtabliſhed by the civil 
Inſtitutions of his country. 


The Right, which the Proteſtant claims for him- 
ſelf, he permits to be exerciſed by others in the 
fulleſt latitude. He treats the Perſons of his Bre- 
thren, however differing in Sentiment from himſelf, 
with that reſpect and unabated affection, which 
their ſtation, or. his own connection with them de- 
mands. And in caſes of controverſy, he conſiders. 
their Opinions, and the Arguments by which they 
are ſupported, Wich becoming candour. 


oa 
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Juſtly ſenſible, that the Right of worſhipping the 
great Creator according to that ſpecific Ceremonial, 
which the Conſcience of each man ſhall approve, is 
a right inherent in our common Nature—is ſupe- 
rior to the control of Laws—and prior to the very 
exiſtence of civil Society, he extends the Principle of 
Chriſtian Toleration not only to all Sects and Subdi- 
viſions of Chriſtians, but even beyond the Profeſſion 


of Chriſtianity itſelf. If he acknowledges, that the 


Majority of a Nation may juſtly appropriate a por- 


tion of the Public Revenue to the ſupport of a na- 


tional Form, he denies, that ſuch majority, who ap- 
prove that form, are thereby entitled to any civil 
privileges, in preference to the reſt of their Bre- 
thren—eſteeming it to be a fundamental Principle 
in the Social Compact, that every Perſon in the 
community, who accedes to that common Bond of 


Allegiance, which is the evidence of the union of 


its members, enjoys an abſolute right of riſing to 


the poſſeſſion of every Honour or Emolument, to 


which his honeſt Induſtry, the favour of his F ellow- 
citizens, or * Inclination can exalt him. 


If the Religion, thus eſtabliſhed, be declared to 
be Chriſtian and Proteſtant, he contends that the 
Bible, and the Bible only, ought to be conſidered 
as an all- ſufficient directory to the Preacher in his 
diſcourſes from the Pulpit: and eſteems every In- 
ſtitution, whether civil or eccleſiaſtical, as an high 


violation of the original Charter of Chriſtians, which 


1 requires 
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requires a declaration of aſſent to any other Teſt of 
Orthodoxy, as a neceſſary qualification for the office 
of a Teacher in the Church of Chriſt. 


He is perſuaded, that the Love of God and the 
Love of Man form the Sum and Subſtance of all 
true Religion, He venerates the amiable Form of 
Truth. He is fenſible that every material error 
reſpecting the Object of Religion is attended with 
pernicious conſequences, and therefore endeavours 
to exhibit the doctrine of the Goſpel in its primæ- 
val Purity. Yet, conſcious of the frailties of our 
common nature, and reflecting, that on account of the 
unjuſtifiable animoſities among Chriſtians about Ar- 
ticles, falſely ſuppoſed to be eſſential to Salvation “, 
the ſacred name of Religion is often itſelf profaned, 
he ſedulouſly maintains, that thoſe Perſons, who in 
the integrity of their hearts, and after due inquiry, 
embrace the Athanaſian — the Arian — the Soci- 
nian, or any other Syſtem, with reſpect to the 
perſon of our Saviour, or the particular tendency 
of his Sufferings to promote the Salvation of man- 
kind, may equally be perſuaded of the divine Au- 
thority of the Goſpel, equally diſpoſed to teſtify an 
unreſerved obedience to its doctrines, and, by juſt 

We conſequence, 


* The following Texts, attentively conſidered, will I truſt ſuffici- 
ently evince, that Jeſus claimed or was intitled to the attention of 
Mankind, not from the inherent Dignity of his NATURE, but from 
the atteſted excellence of his delegated orrICE. viz. Matt. ix. 8. 
Lu. jv. 18. 21. Xi. 20. Jo. v. 19. 20. 22. 30. 36. vill. 26. 29, XII. 28. 
XVii. 1. 2. 3. Acts ii. 22. 23. 24. 36. X. 38. 40. Kill. 23. 30. xvñ. 
30. 31. 2 Cor. v. 18. 19. &c. & . 


S >» 


cconſequence, if equally exemplary in che diſcharge 
of every Chriſtian Duty, will equally be intitled to 


R eward. 


I might perhaps be eſteemed more methodical, 
if I prefaced the following Reflections upon the 
STUDY OF THE SCRIPTURES, With a repre- 
ſentation of the neceſſary connection between the 
belief of Chriſtianity, and the practice of every 
Social Virtue, But the natural - -tendency of the 
Religion of the Goſpel to correct that ſelfiſh Spi- 
rit, from which every diſorder flows in public and 
in private Life, has been ſo ably ſhewn by Divines 
of all Perſuaſions, that I ſhall not employ my OWN 
time, or treſpaſs on my Readers patience, by the 
demonſtration of ſo clear a Point. 


It may not however be i improper to hint, that the 
outward Pomp and Splendour of ReLiciovs Es- 
TABLISHMENTS, attended with the ſolemn affectation 


> of MrsTexy, which more or leſs prevails in moſt of 


them, are ſeldom productive of any ſalutary Ef- 
fects to the real Intereſts of the Human Race. It 
is only when the vital Principle of manly Piety, 
generated by a ſerious attention to the doctrines of 
an INTELLIGIBLE Religion, is deeply 1 ſeated in the 
WELL-INFORMED MIND, that we can expect the 
growth of thoſe generous virtues, which diffuſe Har- 
mony and Joy over every Scene of ſocial Life, or 

B 2 the 


prevalence of that Faith, which overcometh the 
World. ; 


At a Period, when each leſs valuable mode of 
Science is rapidly progreſſive, the State of Scxipru- 
RAL KNOWLEDGE appears to be very imperfect; al- 


though we are poſſeſſed of every eſſential requiſite 
to its improvement. 


That we are at this hour, in a great meaſure, in- 
volved in the gloom of Monkiſh Ignorance, is 


highly probable from the endleſs diſputations among 1 
Chriſtians, upon Points eſteemed fundamental; and 


from the manner in which we generally conduct 
ourſerves in the inveſtigation of Religious Truth. 


The Enquirer into the CRE DEN DA, contained in 
the Goſpel, reſembles the Enquirer into the funda- 
mental Laws of nature, before a better Philoſophy 
had taught us the vanity of Syſtem, and inclined 


us to adopt the humbler Proceſs of Experiment. 


We begin our reſearches in Theology with the 
aſſumption of a certain Set of Religious Tenets, 
and frequently employ the moſt valuable of thoſe 


Hours which we deſtine to ſacred Study, in collect- 


ing Arguments in their favour, and in vain En- 
deavours to explain them—while every Text of 
Scripture | is in its turn perverted from its obvious 
meaning, in order to ſupport them, 


How 


C-8 4 


How much more reaſonable previoully to inveſti- 
gate, with patience and critical attention, the ſenſe 
of each particular text or paſſage, in the natural 


of otder of the writer, and to defer the formation ot 
u- F Opinion, until, like a Principle of ſound Philoſo- 
l- 7 phy, ſuggeſted by a numerous train of experiments, 
te itt forces itſelf with accumulated evidence on the 
3 yielding mind! 
— It is ſolely owing to the prepoſterous Method of 
is Enquiry, above deſcribed, that the Holy Records 
ng of our Faith have, very injurioufly, been ſuppoſed 
1 to be ſo looſely worded, as in fact to countenance 
& | oppoſite opinions, and to juſtify the moſt fantaſtic 
doctrines, 
in But let us for a moment reflect — and let the re- 
| flection teach us wiſdom—thar the fame Phezno- 
hy mena of Nature, which were brought in evidence 
by | of the Figments of remote Antiquity, were alſo 


applied to ſupport the equally vain Hypotheſes of 
more modern times. The Laws of the Material 


he World, in conſequence of the introduction of a 
ts, better method of Inveſtigation, are however now 
doſe 7 demonſtrated to be coxsisTENT, SIMPLE, and IN- 
a- 2 VARIABLE, affording a juſt and eaſy Explication of 


every natural appearance. If a ſimilar Proceſs be 
. obſerved, ſimilar Succeſs may reaſonably be ex- 
pected to be our reward, when we explore the ſa- 
cred Sources of Religious Truth. 


4 That 


( 14 ) | 

That Unity of Sentiment, reſpecting the lead- 
ing Truths of Revelation, which is the natural re- 
ſult of a ſober and unbiaſſed ſearch, conducted 
under the Influence of the Chriſtian graces, leads 
to Unity of ReLicious Works nip—and Unity 


of Worſhip, thus circumſtanced, to CHRISTIAN 
PEACE *. | | 


I cloſe theſe Pages with my Letter to my late 
Dioceſan. 


To the Right Rev. the Biſhop of Norwich, 


I + 


N. Sed? | 
My Lord, 


* 


Think it proper to give you this previous Infor- 
mation, that I propoſe to reſign the Rectory of 
Homersfield and Vicarage of Flixton into your 
Lordſhip's hands upon the 29th or zoth of the pre- 
ſent month (September.) 


In this progreſs, from the Inveſtigation of Scriptural Truth to 

its final Conſequence, the Eſtabliſhment of Chriſtian Peace, it ap- 

rs to me to be eſſentially neceſſary, that an open avowal of our 
Perſuaſion ſhould accompany. a change of Sentiment in every in- 
ſtance of Importance, more eſpecially in that conſequential arti- 
cle, the Object of Religious Worſhip. And therefore I cannot but 
highly approve the general Principle, on which Mr. Lindſey's Plan 
of a reformed Liturgy is founded, as well as that particular Ceremo- 
nial, which he has given to the Public, and continues to conduct 
with ſo much propriety ang ſucceſs, 


of 


( 1s ) 


As the motives which induce me to embrace this 
reſolution may poſſibly be miſconſtrued, it will not 


I truſt be thought impertinent if I Bare them to 


your Lordſhip. 


In the firſt place I think it neceſſary to aſſure 
your Lordſhip, that, although I eſteemed it to be 
my Duty to take an active part in the late Petition 
of the Clergy, the Principles maintained in that juſt 
Remonſtrance do not, in my apprehenſion, appear 
to lay me under any Obligation to relinquiſh my 


preſent Station. 


The Author of the CoxrEss tox AL, my Lord, 
had convinced me of the unlawfulneſs and inexpe- 
diency of requiring a Subſcription to Syſtematic Ar- 
ticles of Faith and Doctrine, from the Teachers of 
the Goſpel in a Proteſtant Church. 


My own Obſervation in the Univerſity of Cam- 
bridge further tended to fatisfy me with reſpect to 
the impropriety of ſuch a requiſition : and the vi- 
ſible neglect of the Study of the Scriptures in this 


age and country ſeemed in a great meaſure to be 


derived from that reſtraint of the exerciſe of private 
Judgment, which is the unayoidable conſequence 
of this unedifying Impoſition. 


With theſe convictions it was impoſſible for me 


to decline engaging with thoſe diſtinguiſhed friends 


(- 083 


of Religious Liberty, who aſſociated for the Pur- 
poſe of ſolliciting, for themſelves and their Brethren 
of the Church of England, an Exemption from the 
obligation of declaring or ſubſcribing their aſſent to 
any formulary of doctrine, which ſhould be propoſed 
as explanatory of the Word of God. 


It appeared to me to be a ſufficient reaſon for ſuch 
application, that the doctrines, contained in the 
39 articles, being the deductions of frail and falli- 
ble men, and expreſſed in unſcriptural terms, were 
eſſentially differenced, in point of authority, from 
thoſe Holy Scriptures, to which we have profeſſed an 
abſolute and unreſerved ſubmiſſion as the only Rule 
of Religious Faith and Practice —and that the re- 
quiſition of Aſſent to them was eventually ſub- 
verſive of the Right of private Judgment, a right, 
on which every Proteſtant Church was founded, and 
the exerciſe of which our own Church in particular, 
in one of her forms of ordination, not only allows 
us, but enjoins. 


It alſo appeared evident to me, that the Enquiry, 
whether or no the 39 articles expreſs the genuine 


Senſe of Scripture, was a queſtion of a very diffe- 


rent nature from that, to which the Petitioners in- 
vited the attention of their Brethren that Perſons 
of the moſt oppoſite opinions, with reſpect to the 
doctrine of the articles, might unite in a declara- 
tion, that every attempt to effect an uniformity of 

ſentiment 


„ 2 oy 
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ſentiment concerning the ſenſe of Scripture, by other 
means than the force of argument, and rational 
conviction, was utterly unwarrantable, and bore too 
ſtriking a reſemblance to that Spirit of Intolerance, 
which forms the diſtinguiſhing Character of Anti- 
chriſtian Rome—and, laſtly, that many members 
of our Church might be truly ſenſible of the inex- 
pediency of requiring this Subſcription—might ad- 
dreſs a competent Tribunal with a view of effecting 
an Abolition of the Practice, and yet continue to 
hold and to accept Preferment, without violating 
the dictates of Conſcience, and with great Advan- 
tage to the Chriſtian Cauſe. 


My Objections, my Lord, to the accepting and 
the holding of Preferment in the Church of Eng- 
land, bear no relation to the cauſe of the Petition · 
ing Clergy the Reaſons which influenced me in the 
forming of the Reſolution, now communicated to 
your Lordſhip, are intirely my own. 


Alfter the moſt ſerious and diſpaſſionate enquiry, 


I am perſuaded, my Lord, from the concurrent 
teſtimony of Reaſon and Revelation, that the Su- 
PREME CausE of all things is, not merely in Eſence, 
but allo in Perſon, One, 


By the force of the ſame Evidence I am con- 
vinced, that this Almighty Power is the only pro- 
per Object of Religion, 


C The 


( 18 ) 

The Liturgy of the Church of England is ob- 
viouſly founded upon the Idea, that in the Divine 
Nature is a Trinity of Perſons, to each of which 
every Species of religious Adoration 1s addreſſed, as' 


1 well as ſuch Powers aſcribed, as are the i incommu- 
"7 nicable Attributes of God. | 
1 Under my veeſuaſion of ihe erroneouſneſs of this 
| | doctrine, I cannot any longer with ſatisfaction to 
1 myſelf officiate in the Eſtabliſhed Service: and as 
[ | I certainly can have no claim to the Emoluments of 
| | my Profeſſion, unleſs J am willing to perform the 
| | Duties of it, I therefore reſign my Preferment. 


But, my Lord, although I find myſelf under an 
obligation to relinquiſh my preſent ſtation in the 
Church of England, I do not renounce the Pro- 
feſſion of a CHRISTIAN. On the contrary, pene- 
trated by the cleareſt convictions of the high Impor- 
tance, and divine Authority of the Goſpel, I will 
labour to promote the advancement of Scriptural 
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I: Knowledge with increaſing zeal ; and will ever be 
: Y i : er! .* * 1. .. , 
I: ready to unite, with heart and hand, in any juſt and 


— 
— —_— 


[ legal attempt to remove that Burden of Subſcrip- 
I: tion to Human Formularies, which I eſteem one of 
the moſt powerful Obſtructions to its Progreſfſss. 


I: | I remain, & c. 
FEA 


$. "Hee Þ 
MH. Ford 
1942 
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